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Safety Tips for Flood Victims 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) recommends several safety tips 
to the victims of floods. This safety alert illustrates some dangerous practices which 
consumers may be tempted to engage in during efforts to rebuild or while staying in 
temporary housing, tents, or partially damaged homes. This information is provided in an 
effort to prevent injuries and deaths from consumer products as flood survivors make new 
beginnings. "We hope this information helps prevent product-related injuries and deaths 
during these difficult times." 

- Chairman Ann Brown 

For more disaster-related information or help with emergency preparedness, visit the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

 

WARNING 
Submerged gas control valves, circuit breakers, and 

fuses pose explosion and fire hazard! 
 
Replace all gas control valves, circuit breakers, and fuses that have been under water: 

GAS CONTROL VALVES on furnaces, water heaters, and other gas appliances that have 
been under water are unfit for continued use. If they are used, they could cause a fire or an 
explosion. Silt and corrosion from flood water can damage internal components of control 
valves and prevent proper operation. Gas can leak and result in an explosion or fire. 
Replace ALL gas control valves that have been under water. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
ELECTRIC CIRCUIT BREAKERS AND FUSES can malfunction when water and silt get 
inside. Discard ALL circuit breakers and fuses that have been submerged. 



--- 

CPSC documents are in the public domain; a CPSC document may be reproduced without 
change in part or whole by an individual or organization without permission. If it is reproduced, 
however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is used. Write the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, Office of Information and Public Affairs, 4330 East West 
Highway, Bethesda, MD 20814 or send an e-mail via CPSC's Online Form. 

All CPSC publications - including exclusive web-only content - are available to consumers to 
print for free from their home, school or office computers. To order hard copies of any of the 
Neighborhood Safety Library Publications or Technical Reports and Handbooks, please e-
mail CPSC. Be sure to include your mailing address, and specify the document number and 
name of the publication desired. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is charged with protecting the public 
from unreasonable risks of injury or death associated with the use of the thousands of 
consumer products under the agency’s jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries, and property damage 
from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $900 billion annually. CPSC is 
committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, 
chemical, or mechanical hazard. CPSC’s work to ensure the safety of consumer products - 
such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters and household chemicals - contributed to a 
decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 
years. 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, go online to: 
www.saferproducts.gov, call CPSC’s Hotline at (800) 638-2772 or teletypewriter at (800) 638-
8270 for the hearing impaired. Consumers can obtain this news release and product safety 
information at www.cpsc.gov. To join a free e-mail subscription list, please go to 
https://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.aspx. 


